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AMBROSE BIERCE AND THE QUEEN OF SPADES: A MYSTERY NOVEL
(HARDBACK)

University of California Press, United States, 1998. Hardback. Book Condition: New. New.. 229 x 150 mm.
Language: English . Brand New Book. The Morton Street Slasher has been leaving the corpses of his victims
around San Francisco s Union Square. On the women s naked bodies are spade playing cards. The city s
infamous newspaperman, Ambrose Bierce, blames the rash of murders on his old enemy, the Southern Pacific
Railroad. A naive reporter at Bierce s Hornet pursues the case, uncovering conspiracy at every turn. In a fast-
paced novel that is a combination of murder mystery, historical fiction, and quirky biography, Oakley Hall
draws the reader into 1880s San Francisco and the changing world that was California in the latter part of the
nineteenth century. Local and state politics, the exploitation of the Chinese, the power of the mining and
railroad barons, and San Francisco s colorful history provide a backdrop for this irresistible thriller. The novel s
chapters are introduced by appropriate excerpts from Bierce s The Devil s Dictionary and narrated by the
young reporter Tom Redmond. Redmond is interested in the murders because of his attraction to a woman
threatened by the Slasher, and Bierce encourages him because of his personal vendetta against the Big Four of
the Railroad. Bierce s misogyny is an influence as well, which Hall uses to advantage in portraying the
enigmatic journalist. Hall knows his territory and his characters well. The sights and smells of late-nineteenth-
century California are cleverly evoked, and the story s key players are refreshingly authentic. Bierce brandishes
his famed cynicism with all the aplomb of the sharp-eyed, sharp-witted newspaperman he was. Cameo
appearances by such California worthies as Ina Coolbrith and Joaquin Miller add to the novel s historical
richness. Intelligent, gripping, and often quite funny, Ambrose Bierce...
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You May Also Like

Th e Vo y agers Series -  Eu ro p e:  A  N ew  M u lti- M ed ia A d v en tu re Bo o k 1                                
( Pap erb ack)  
Strength Through Communications, United States, 2011. Paperback. Book Condition: New.
229 x 152 mm. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.The Voyagers
Series is a new multi-media, multi-disciplinary approach to teaching...
Read  eBo o k »  

H isto ry  o f  th e To w n  o f  Su tto n  M assach u setts f ro m 1704 to  1876 ( Pap erb ack)                      
Createspace, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. annotated edition. 229 x
152 mm. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.This version of the
History of the Town of Sutton Massachusetts...
Read  eBo o k »  

DK Read ers L 1:  J o b s Peo p le Do :  A  Day  in  th e L if e  o f  a Teach er ( Pap erb ack)                      
DK Publishing (Dorling Kindersley), United States, 2001. Paperback. Book Condition: New.
American.. 224 x 150 mm. Language: English . Brand New Book. This Level 1 book is
appropriate for children who are just beginning to...
Read  eBo o k »  

Su p erf ast Stev e an d  th e Qu een  o f  Ev ery th in g ( Pap erb ack)                 
Createspace, United States, 2012. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language:
English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.A short bedtime story aimed at 3-10
year olds. SuperFast Steve is the...
Read  eBo o k »  

A  Treatise o n  Paren ts an d  C h ild ren  ( Pap erb ack)            
Echo Library, United States, 2006. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 150 mm. Language:
English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Purchase one of 1st World Library s
Classic Books and help support...
Read  eBo o k »  
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