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had spent much breath, for he was a circumstantial teller of a
story. Adams told him it was now in his power to return that
favour; for his extraordinary goodness, as well as that fund of
literature he was master of, * which he did not expect to find
under such a roof, had raised in him more curiosity than he had
ever known. Therefore, said he, if it be not too troublesome, sir,
your history, if you please. The gentleman answered, he could
not refuse him what he had so much right to insist on; and after
some of the common apologies, which are the usual preface to
a story, he thus began. Chapter tit. In which the gentleman
relates the history of his life. SIR, I am descended of a good
family, and was born a gentleman. My education was liberal,...
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