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SSA DISABILITY: ENHANCED PROCEDURES AND GUIDANCE COULD
IMPROVE SERVICE AND REDUCE OVERPAYMENTS TO CONCURRENT
BENEFICIARIES: GAO-02-802 (PAPERBACK)

Bibliogov, United States, 2013. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 246 x 189 mm. Language: English . Brand New
Book ***** Print on Demand *****.In calendar year 2001, the Social Security Administration (SSA) paid cash
benefits of $60 billion to more than six million working-age adults with disabilities and eligible family members
under its Social Security Disability Insurance (DI) program, and $20 billion to more than 3.5 million working-age
adults with disabilities under the Supplemental Security Income (SSI) program. Some beneficiaries, known as
concurrent beneficiaries, receive cash and medical benefits from both programs. Concurrent beneficiaries
comprised about 14 percent of SSA s disability population; 58 percent have mental impairments, and about 53
percent are female. Eleven percent of concurrent beneficiaries worked and earned a median income of
approximately $250 per month. There is little coordination between SSI and DI program rules for individuals
who work and receive benefits from both programs concurrently. Because most field oDice staD specialize in
one program, they may not be suDiciently knowledgeable of the procedures for the other program to ensure
that concurrent beneficiaries who work are paid the appropriate benefit amount under both programs.
Applying both SSI and DI program rules to concurrent beneficiaries may make it diDicult for them to make
informed decisions about attempting work and could result in an increase or decrease in overall income,
depending on the amount of earnings. Concurrent beneficiaries may not receive adequate explanations from
SSA staD or published materials about the complete eDect work has on their disability benefits. However,
because the rules are complex and may be diDicult to understand even with a detailed explanation,
beneficiaries who do not understand them could possibly make decisions about work that would not meet their
needs or improve their situation.
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