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Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from The American
Fire-Alarm Telegraph: A Lecture Delivered Before the
Smithsonian Institution, March, 1855 There are few positions
more imposing than to stand at the Capital of a country like
our own, made up of confederated States, each State made up
of confederated counties, each county, perhaps, made up of
confederated townships; every part, from the least to the
greatest, conspiring to form an organized whole - one nation,
one people. From such a Centre it is natural to look abroad
over the fair land, at territories and commonwealths, at cities
and hamlets, whose interests and national life are thus
interwoven into one, and to ask what are the laws and what
the means of organization by which Civilization attains these
her great ends? It is natural, from such a point of view, to
inquire into the general laws of relation by which parts are
intelligently bound together to form a composite whole for
some end of use or beauty, that is, the laws of relation by
which every organization, every mechanism, in the high
sense...
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