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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand ***** Excerpt from Asiatic Cholera: A Sketch of Its History, Nature, and
Preventive Management The following short summary of what is known of cholera is derived, for the most part,
from the elaborate researches of John Macpherson, M. D., of London, and from the essays of Drs. McClellan,
Woodworth, Peters, Stille, and others. It is one of the most ancient diseases of which distinct descriptions exist,
and there are few disorders respecting which such an uninterrupted chain of evidence has been preserved.
Celsus gives a clear account of it, A. D. 7; and indeed Hippocrates, B. C. 370, speaks, if not correctly, still with fair
accuracy of the disease. Galen, A. D. 131, was quite aware of the gravity and antiquity of cholera, and gave
directions upon how to prevent relapses. Almost every known writer in medicine up to the close of the year 1500
has described a disease attended with vomiting and purging of a serous character, attended by collapse and
death after a brief interval, or a protracted convalescence and fever; but the communicable and migratory
nature of the disease escaped notice or record. When the Portuguese discovered a practical route to India by
the way of the Cape of Good Hope, the more civilized nations of Europe were placed in direct communication
with Hindostan, and we began at once to have clear records of Asiatic cholera. In A. D. 1500, cholera was found
to have been present in every place in the west coast of India where Europeans had an opportunity of observing
the diseases of the country. Sydenham, Willis and Martin speak of great epidemics of diarrhoeas, accompanied
by awful twitchings and cramps, as...
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