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Createspace, United States, 2013. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 254 x 203 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****The Agamemnon of Aeschylus By Aeschylus The play Agamemnon
details the homecoming of Agamemnon, King of Argos, from the Trojan War. Waiting at home for him is his
wife, Clytemnestra, who has been planning his murder, partly as revenge for the sacrifice of their daughter,
Iphigenia, and partly because in the ten years of Agamemnon s absence Clytemnestra has entered into an
adulterous relationship with Aegisthus, Agamemnon s cousin and the sole survivor of a dispossessed branch of
the family, who is determined to regain the throne he believes should rightfully belong to him. Aeschylus was
the first of the three ancient Greek tragedians whose plays can still be read or performed, the others being
Sophocles and Euripides. He is often described as the father of tragedy: Our knowledge of the genre begins with
his work and our understanding of earlier tragedies is largely based on inferences from his surviving plays.
According to Aristotle, he expanded the number of characters in plays to allow for conflict amongst them,
whereas previously characters had interacted only with the chorus. Only seven of his estimated seventy to
ninety plays have survived into modern times, and there is a longstanding debate about his authorship of one
of these plays, Prometheus Bound. Fragments of some other plays have survived in quotes and more continue
to be discovered on Egyptian papyrus, often giving us surprising insights into his work. He was probably the
first dramatist to present plays as a trilogy and his Oresteia is the only ancient example of the form to have
survived.
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