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policy -- United States. Excerpt: . . . 11 REALifelines banner. The summit fostered collaboration and highlighted
successful eGorts to assure the successful return and reintegration of returning wounded and injured
servicemembers and their families. Assisting VAs Vocational Rehabilitation and Employment ( VR and E )
Program: DOL and VA have long maintained a close working relationship in the VR and E Pro-gram. To ensure
a seamless transition between the VAs VR and E program and civil-ian employment, DOL-funded veterans
employment specialists are outstationed as needed at VR and E oGices. These specialists provide labor market
information to VR and E participants as they select training programs. The veteran employment spe-cialists
assist VA employment counselors and are present as participants complete the program in order to assist in job
placement. Currently, 72 veteran employment specialists are outstationed at 36 VA Regional OGices and 36
outbased facilities. DOL and VA strengthened our partnership through a Memorandum of Agreement ( MOA ) in
2005. Under the new MOA, joint working groups meet and report on ways to increase collaboration, to improve
data collection and reporting, and, in general, to improve employment opportunities for disabled veterans. VA
also uses the DOL-funded National Veterans Training Institute to develop training courses for VR and E staG.
Ensuring the Smooth Transition of Young Veterans: This committee has ex-pressed concern about the
unemployment rates of 20 - 24-year-old veterans. There are a number of reasons the unemployment rate of
young veterans is usually higher than that of their non-veteran counterparts. First, unlike their civilian
counterparts in the Current Population Survey ( CPS ), which is conducted by the...
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