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illustrated. 1883 Excerpt: . . . to the bed of the rock. They call this silver-washing. A great part of the inhabitants
of the town live by it; and they say it is good enough for the present, and will do until the mines are worked
regularly as they used to be. They take out from three to six dollars a day, according to their industry and skill.
Unfortunately for the poor people, the owners of the furnaces make most of the profit. As this was the first time
we had ever heard of washing for silver, our curiosity was so greatly moved that we stopped to investigate the
modus operandi of the novelty. Nothing could be simpler. The operator provides himself with a crowbar, a
shovel, and a cow-skin. This latter he fashions into a water-tight basin by stretching it upon a square frame.
Filling it with water, he stands over it, rocking a little tub containing sand and grit, from which, washed free of
clay and earth, he separates the worthless pebbles and selects the valuable partides. At the end of day the
workman puts his pile of metal into a bag and takes it to the nearest hacienda. It is weighed, paid for, and the
proceeds lost, after dark, in gambling. The vale was still in mountain shadow next morning when our mules
and horses were brought to the door. We bolted the coffee, strapped on revolvers, and climbed into our
saddles. The guide put himself at our head,...
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