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in Berlin and Stockholm The problem of how best to care for mothers and infants has been before the
American public during the past few years. The work along these lines done by the Federal Children s Bureau
and the recent enactment of the Sheppard-Towner bill providing for Federal and State Maternity Care, have
done, perhaps, most to arouse discussion of the scope of public responsibility. Many charts have been drawn
showing how far behind America stands in comparison with other countries in respect to maternity and infant
mortality. The trend seems to be, definitely, to arouse a sense of responsibility for these unnecessary deaths on
the part of those who are professionally engaged in maternity and infant care, as well as on the part of the
general lay public. A study of the characteristic public work carried on in two large cities of two of the countries
showing low maternity and infant death rates, may, therefore, prove timely. As it has been possible to observe
personally various aspects of the public work for maternity and infant care in Berlin and Stockholm, a
description of such work in these two cities will be, perhaps, valuable. Where gaps occur in facts and statistics,
allowance must be made, in the case of Germany, for a natural reticence due to international conditions since
the war. Furthermbre, the German institutions have not had sufficient funds in many cases to tabulate and
print their more recent data. In Stockholm this latter difficulty did not exist. It must be remembered that both
foreign studies are descriptive only of the conditions found at the...
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